
 

 

Citizenship for Our Families, Neighbors, and 

Communities  

In the United States, nearly 11.7 million undocumented people — friends, parents, neighbors, 

colleagues, and leaders — comprise 4.8% of the total workforce, hold a spending power of $250 billion 

annually, and contribute billions every year in federal, state, and local taxes. The undocumented 

community, including farmworkers, essential workers, Dreamers, as well as Deferred Enforced 

Departure and Temporary Protected Status holders, are integral and loved members of our 

communities, woven into the fabric of this country. Yet communities suffer as immigrants live in fear of 

separation from their mixed-status families, loss of work authorization and income, or a forcible return 

to life-threatening situations. Moreover, a United States without undocumented immigrants means a 

loss of nearly $2 trillion to the economy, 1.5 million workers from the construction industry, 1 million 

employees from hospitality, and 224,700 people from the agriculture workforce, damaging key 

industries.  

Congress has the power to provide permanent solutions for our 

undocumented communities. Provisions of pathway to citizenship 

legislation have support from the majority of federal legislators, 1,200 faith 

leaders, over 100 of the nation's top businesses, and 70% of voters across 

party lines. Notably, 58% of Republicans and Democrats nationwide favor a 

pathway to citizenship opposed to only 26% favoring the mass deportation 

of undocumented immigrants.   

We urge Congress to act now to establish permanent protections for 

undocumented immigrants by passing legislation that includes:  

» All undocumented immigrants, including Dreamers, Temporary 

Protected Status (TPS) recipients, essential workers, and farmworkers.  

» An equitable, safe vetting process that does not categorically exclude 

people due to an interaction with the criminal legal system. 

» A permanent status with the ability to apply for citizenship after 8 years 

and a rolling registry date.  

Fair and humane solutions without harmful trade-offs for heightened 

investments in overfunded enforcement systems. 

 

October 2024  

Publicly support 

and pass 

legislation to 

provide a 

pathway to 

citizenship for 

undocumented 

immigrants this 

session.   
 

Contact: 

Anika Forrest 

Legislative Director, 

Domestic Policy 

aforrest@fcnl.org 

https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/22/what-we-know-about-unauthorized-immigrants-living-in-the-us/
https://immigrationimpact.com/2024/04/15/immigrants-contribute-billions-federal-state-taxes/
https://www.ucdavis.edu/curiosity/blog/how-can-citizenship-undocumented-immigrants-boost-us-economic-growth#:~:text=Providing%20a%20pathway%20to%20citizenship%20for%20all%20undocumented,experience%20annual%20wages%20that%20are%20higher%20by%20%244%2C300.
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/mass-deportation#:~:text=Mass%20deportations%20would%20cause%20significant%20labor%20shocks%20across,people%20employed%20in%20the%20construction%20industry%20are%20undocumented.
https://www.faithinpubliclife.org/news/over-1200-faith-leaders-support-passage-of-the-dream-and-promise-act/
https://www.coalitionfortheamericandream.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/12.22-Coalition-Statement.pdf
https://www.newsnationnow.com/us-news/immigration/border-coverage/poll-nearly-70-of-voters-support-path-to-citizenship-for-undocumented-immigrants/#:~:text=Nearly%2070%20percent%20of%20Americans%20support%20that%20path
https://publicconsultation.org/ss-immigration/ss-im-im/
mailto:aforrest@fcnl.org

